[Echo-planar imaging (EPI) of the abdomen].
The time resolution of echoplanar imaging (EPI) allows the acquisition of images < or = 100 ms, thus eliminating motion-related artifacts of the abdomen. Physical limitations are restrictions in signal-to-noise ratio and spatial resolution. Breath-held acquisitions are recommended to avoid spatial misregistrations and to ensure a defined slice position. Clinical studies have demonstrated the usefulness of EPI for the detection and characterization of focal liver lesions. The development of clinical strategies of EPI for abdominal imaging requires the administration of gastrointestinal contrast agents as in computed tomography. Current clinically approved CT contrast agents appear to be applicable for abdominal EPI because of their long relaxation times.